CHAPTER I
THE  MAKING OF A  PIONEER
" Looking back over the way I have come, I can honestly say I
have never had reason to regret following the steep straight
path of duty ; and, I may add, I have never yielded to the
temptation to try the apparently easier way without having
cause to rue it."
Keir Hwdie on his $oth birthday.
THERE was unusual stir and bustle in Parliament
Square* A British House of Commons was as-
sembling after a General Election. Members old
and new trooped through Palace Yard to be
sworn in.
Nearly all of them wore silk hats and frock-
coats. Most of them drove up in their carriages.
The scene was decorous, conventional, eminently
Victorian. It suggested a system on a solid, per-
manent base. Men who in 1892 were nearing
old age had no recollection of any other system.
They could not believe that in England any other
was possible.
For sixty years the middle class had shared rule
with the aristocracy. Theirs was the lion's share.
The interests of manufacturer had been preferred
to the interest of property in land. Conservatives
understood as clearly as Liberals that this must
be so. The two Parties took turns in office, and
though they might differ in their professions they
did not do so in practice. Both upheld the owner-
ship and management of industries by a small